
Japan for a Month? 
Experience the Japanese culture first-hand when your family hosts a Japanese exchange stu-
dent this summer. Sponsored by 4-H, in partnership with two Japanese Youth organizations 
(LEX and Labo), Montana will host 24 youth and two adult chaperones from July 21-August 19. 
Since 1972, over 43,000 families in North America have participated in this unique exchange 
program that offers host families and their delegates an in-depth cultural experience and the 
chance to form lifelong friendships. Japanese youth are matched with families who have chil-
dren within two years of age as, and the same gender as the delegate they are hosting. Host 

families provide room and board for one month and a caring, loving household. Families need not plan special ac-
tivities as the program emphasis is on experiencing everyday life in the United States, not to be here as a tourist. 
Delegates come with medical insurance and spending money and are eager to live, work and play with your family. 
If you are interested in this wonderful opportunity, please contact your county Extension office, your Regional Coor-
dinator (see attached list of coordinators) or Stephanie Davison at the 4-H Center for Youth Development – (406) 
994-3502 or sdavison@montana.edu. Information is also available on the web at www.montana4h.org. Deadline: 
March 15, 2007. (Ask about hosting a Finnish delegate, too!) 
 

High School Program: 
Host a high-school student for a full year. Deadline: March 15, 2007. This year, Montana has two Japanese stu-
dents coming and one student from a country in Eurasia. Host families do not need to have children of their own in 
order to host (although it is recommended) and families with children do not need to have children the same age as 
the delegate they host. High school delegates must attend a public high school, but in the past, delegates have 
stayed with home-school families while they attend the public school. The 4-H Center’s International Programs Co-
ordinator as well as Japanese and Russian speaking counselors are available throughout the exchange to assist 
families.  
 

IFYE Program: 
To date, we have two Austrian girls coming for six weeks as part of the IFYE Representative program. These IFYEs 
are older youth that come to the U.S. unchaperoned. Usually, IFYEs stay with a host family for three weeks and 
come to experience and learn about rural, American culture and farm practices. Contact your Regional Coordinator 
or 4-H Center if you are interested in this wonderful hosting experience. 

Columbia Sheep Breeders Association Starter Flock Program 
The purpose of the starter flock program is to help 4-H and FFA members start a purebred Columbia flock.  Re-
cipients receive four registered Columbian ewes donated by members of the Columbian Sheep Breeder Associa-
tion.  The flock must be maintained as a registered purebred flock for three years and only registered Columbian 
rams can be used for breeding during those three years.  The recipient is responsible for all care of the flock and 
pays the Columbian Association the value of one 100-pound market lamb each year for three years.  The recipient 
should also show the animals in their local fair and the junior show at the Montana Columbian show and sale.  Af-
ter three years, the flock and its’ progeny become the sole property of the recipient to manage as they choose.  Ap-
plicants must be 11 to 16 years of age.  Applications are due May 1st.  Contact the Gallatin County MSU Extension 
Office at 388-3213 for all the details and an application form. 
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Summer Fun in Bozeman 
Summer Fun in Bozeman is returning to the Gallatin County Fairgrounds June 16th & 17th, 
2007.  Remember how much fun you had at the horse show last year?  Well, this year we expect 
it to be even bigger and better.  We have added classes for the “Colt to Maturity” participants 
which include: 1 & 2 year old halter, lunge line and Trail in Hand.  APHA members - come 
show your paint horses in the APHA Specialty Show!  We have reduced entry fees for 4-H 
members and many High Point awards to be awarded at the end of the show.  Plan on attending 
the “Luau Dinner” on Saturday Night for good food and fun!  We will be giving awards to the 
Clubs who collect the most items towards show prizes and/or monetary donations and program 
ads. All proceeds go directly to the Horse Committee for educational clinics and fair high points.   So get out and collect dona-
tions and start working on your tan for the “Summer Fun in Bozeman Open Horse Show”!  For more information contact 
Katie Cooper @ 388-1624 or Maria Jerome @ 388-0849 or any 4-H Horse Committee member. 


